Friday, April 30, 2004
Amos 4:1 - 5:27  

God was angry!  Unlike most of our anger, His was totally justified. Not only is sin totally repugnant to God, His own people whom He had lifted up and protected were in total rebellion against Him. The latter was the worst sin of all. Not only did they defy God, their sin would lead them into the hands of Satan, whose only purpose was their eternal damnation. 

Some of God’s words proved true not only as symbolic pictures of their punishment, but literally as well. One example of the cruelty of the Assyrian armies is that they pierced the lips of their captives with hooks and attached cords by which to lead them away.  The phrase “cast out” was generally used in connection with corpses. As they were led along, many would die. 

Bethel was the center of worship in the northern kingdom of Israel. Their first king, Jeroboam, had forbade the people from going to Jerusalem to worship and had set up another worship center and some sort of golden idol or seat for God in that place, in direct disobedience of God’s law. Verses 4-5 show a people who offer their sacrifices far more often than the every-third-year required by law. The Hebrew reads that they were sacrificing every three days, but their religious diligence was not from the heart but merely to show off and provide a prideful and artificial righteousness. 

A literal translation of verse 6 is a little more colorful than the NIV version. The Hebrew reads, “I gave you also ﻿cleanness of teeth in all your cities.”  In other words, no food equals clean teeth. We see in these verses some of the plagues and drought talked about by previous prophets. As one commentator points out, many of the things generally attributed to chance were in this case sent from God. However, the nation was still enjoying general prosperity. It had survived attacks in the past and even drought. Self-confidence reigned, and surely the king, his people, and their idols could overcome anything that might come. They did not accept the prophet’s words that the disasters were from God. After all, through their formal sacrifices they were paying Him what was required! He could not let them fall!

Chapter 5, verse 8 indicates that the time of destruction would come very soon. If Amos preached around 762 B.C. (note: the date of 758 listed in an earlier DD was a mistake—I moved the wrong way on the B.C. calendar), then Assyria’s destruction of Samaria was only 40 years away. 
